
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 November 2007 – for immediate release 

 
WINNERS OF THE ART FUND’S £5MILLION FOR 
INTERNATIONAL CONTEMPORARY ART 
ANNOUNCED 
 

The Art Fund, the UK’s leading independent art charity, has today announced the five 

successful partnerships between UK museums and contemporary art organisations that 

have each been awarded £1million.  The money will fund the creation of collections of 

international contemporary art over the next five years through the charity’s new scheme 

Art Fund International. 
 

This is one of the most important and ambitious schemes The Art Fund has ever 

launched and aims to encourage a radical change in the scale and ambition of 

contemporary art collecting in the UK.  

 

The five winning partnerships are:  

• Bristol Museums, Galleries and Archives in partnership with Arnolfini  

• Gallery of Modern Art, Glasgow in partnership with The Common Guild  

• Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art (mima) in partnership with  

The Drawing Centre, New York  

• Towner Art Gallery, Eastbourne in partnership with Photoworks, Brighton Photo 
Biennial and Artsway  

• West Midlands partnership: Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery and New Art 
Gallery Walsall in partnership with Ikon  
 

David Barrie, Director of The Art Fund, said: 

“We were stunned by the amazing response to the initiative, particularly by the 

enthusiasm and ideas generated by the museums working in partnership with 

contemporary art organisations.   

 

 



 
“The vision and ability of the five winners was particularly impressive - now 

comes the exciting task of acquiring and commissioning work to make their 

ideas a reality.  These are the spaces to watch as we begin to realise the 

enormous ambition of developing international contemporary art collections 

around the country.” 

 

The scheme emerged from discussions during the planning of The Art Fund’s 

centenary exhibition and international conference in 2003.  These brought into 

sharp focus the historic failure of UK museums to acquire art produced by 

living, non-British artists.  The situation is little better today. In the last twenty 

years, Art Fund grants offered towards the acquisition of contemporary 

artworks amounted to only 17% of its total grants, and of the contemporary 

grants made almost 83% went towards works by British artists. 

 

The Art Fund International application process required museums to form 

partnerships with contemporary art organisations for the first time.  These 

partnerships worked together to bid for funds to buy works of art outright in line 

with a specified collecting theme.  A total of 29 applications were received from 

all over the UK, involving nearly 90 organisations.  Ten of these were selected 

to make full proposals, from which today’s five winners have been chosen.  

The £1million will be allocated to specific purchases and commissions over the 

next five years. 

 

-Ends- 

 

Notes to editors:  

• For further information please contact: 
Hannah Fox, Head of Press - hfox@artfund.org or 020 7225 4820   
Lorna Gemmell, Senior Press Officer - lgemmell@artfund.org or 020 7225 
4822. 

• Summaries of the five winning proposals follow: 
Bristol Museums, Galleries and Archives in partnership with Arnolfini 
with a collection theme of ‘Glass Walls: Reflections and Interactions’.  The 
City Museum and Art Gallery’s existing works are a starting point, along 
with the strong connections the city’s communities have with other parts of 
the world.  It will be a collection of work by artists who are responding to 
the contemporary forces of urbanisation, tradition and identity, globalisation 
and migration.   
Gallery of Modern Art, Glasgow in partnership with The Common 
Guild whose collection will aim to establish an international context for the 
Gallery’s recent acquisitions of Scottish art.  Over the next five years it will 
initially focus on building a collection of high quality international 
photography, film, video, audio and text-based work with a preference for 
acquisitions that reflect socially engaged practice. 
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Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art in partnership with The 
Drawing Centre, New York and others will build an important collection 
of drawings made by artists living and working in North and South America 
from different generations and with varying degrees of renown. The 
ultimate goal being to secure outstanding works by those artists who are, 
and who will become, internationally significant.  
Towner Art Gallery, Eastbourne in partnership with Photoworks, 
Brighton Photo Biennial and Artsway.  Taking Eastbourne’s position on 
the south coast beside Beachy Head as a starting point, the Eastbourne 
partnership will collect art that reflects upon images of Edges. These could 
be real physical boundaries such as the beach, cliffs, the horizon and the 
edge of urban development, or social frontiers such as national 
boundaries, conflict zones like the Balkans and Israel and Palestine, or of 
social migration such as across Europe or between  the United States of 
America and Mexico.   
West Midlands partnership: Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery 
with New Art Gallery Walsall and Ikon whose collection theme is ‘The 
Metropolis – reflections of modern urban life’.  It will explore the diversity, 
dynamism and growth of the contemporary metropolis through an 
international collection with a central theme of city life representing a 
powerful shifting strand of contemporary culture.  

• The selection of the winning proposals was made by The Art Fund 
International Committee.  The committee comprises five members of The 
Art Fund’s Board: Professor Lord Renfrew (Chair); Professor Michael Craig 
Martin; Dr David Landau; Dr Deborah Swallow and Felicity Waley-Cohen 
and four external members with extensive international curatorial expertise: 
Catherine Lampert, former Director, Whitechapel; James Lingwood, co-
Director, ArtAngel; Hans Ulrich Obrist, co-director of Exhibitions and 
Programmes and Director of International Projects, The Serpentine and 
Ralph Rugoff, Director, Hayward Gallery.  

• The Art Fund is the UK’s leading independent art charity. It offers grants to 
help UK museums and galleries enrich their collections and campaigns 
widely on behalf of museums and their visitors.  It is entirely funded from 
public donations and has 80,000 members.  Since 1903 the charity has 
helped museums and galleries all over the UK secure 860,000 works of art 
for their collections. 

• In January 2007 The Art Fund successfully led the public appeal to save 
JMW Turner’s Blue Rigi for Tate, and in July 2007 was instrumental in 
putting together a unique funding package to ensure Dumfries House in 
Ayrshire was secured for the nation. 

• Independent of government, The Art Fund is uniquely placed to campaign 
on behalf of public collections across the UK. 

• Visit the charity’s website at www.artfund.org 
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